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[57] ABSTRACT

A software program providing a facility for a user to
compose a custom active document using tools pro-
vided by the program. The active document can be
comprised of one or more sheets each of which is com-
posed in a custom manner by the user and each of which
can show real time data and the changes therein gener-
ated by any complex system. The user can select which
real time data is to be displayed, where it is to be dis-
played and in what format and style it is to be displayed.
The user can control the “look” of the active document
through full control of the fonts, colors, pen etc. The
user may also define alarm limits against which real time
data updates are compared as well as scripts of com-
mands to be performed in case an alarm limit is ex-
ceeded. Scripts of commands to be performed written
by the user may also be invoked from a menu option.
The tools provided for a financial analysis embodiment
of the invention allow the user to layout each sheet of
the active document with: quotes of prices, volume etc.
on various financial instruments such as stocks, bonds,
etc., tickers showing trade data, graphs over time of
various values or superimposed graphs of changes over
time of several real time data values, bar graphs of some
aspect of a set of financial instruments, segments defined
by the user of pages selected by the user of page-based
financial services like telerate, and groups of real time
data. “Buttons” can be programmed to perform any
user defined script of actions. Metadata and style maps
are used to offload some of the work of specifying the
format of the displayed objects from the user to the
machine itself.
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